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National Striped Bass Association
National Striped Bass Foundation
& Striped Bass Magazine

(Office of the President

209 Ashmore Street

Greer, 5C 29651-1803

August 13, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustanable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Drear Ms. Lange
As a personal use siriped bass fishernman, I oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the taking of striped bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates froin the ASMEFC, most informed anglers fzel strongly that
near-shore striped bass recreatiopal fishing has declined significantly m quality over the last few years as
commercial quotas have increased. The effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know
for some time into the fiture. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreatiopal anglers, as well as a huge
euiding and tackle industry a]ong the East Coast, depend on the continued availability of good striped bass fishing.
We do not need more pressure on the resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was speatheaded by representatives of a few coastal states to make it easier
for their commmercial fishermen to catch more striped bass. In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a
6 to 5 voie, hardly a mandate. Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ.
That increase in commercial barvest comes zf the expense of the recreational fishing public who are belng deprived
of a public resource.

Tn addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been reports that a large percentage of
Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry & dangerous micro bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have
reparted catching diseased fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed it the EEZ will pose problems for zame fish states
like ME, NH, CT, DC, NI, PA, and 5C which do not allow the sale of fish canght m their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves 1s a yefuge for striped bass. The fish peed this
refuge. There is ne valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ. ¥MFS is constantly attacked as ant recreational

fishing, and for having a poor conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT
REOFEN THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

Sincerely;

(il D

axren E. Turmer
Premdent and Founder
Wational Siriped Bass Association
National Siriped Bass Foundation
Striped Bass Magazine

Protect
Promote
Preserve
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August 12, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marne Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, I oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has dechned
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
offects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be knowor some time
into the future. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued
availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived of a public resource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass catry a dangerous MICro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NI, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught i their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to feopen the EEZ.
NMFS is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor

 conservation éthic. Here is a chance for NMFS fo do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

Sincerel?? |
At 1z E?gjlﬁﬁﬁ*ik; (9]
Owlup-- Mansl f'lD 2!“?
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August 12, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fishenes

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Deat Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, I oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the

taking of striped bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some time
into the future. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued
availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of 2 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived of a public resource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous miero
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stﬁpers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMFS is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor
conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!H

st Oanri P [0
hﬁw D ?-Tﬂut_lf_lr_

22 Awer De.
AccemwTown , W3 ogso!
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August 15, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief.

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisherles
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, I oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass.

Despite some ughly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel stropgly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commereial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some time
into the future. What 1s known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as a huge gmding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued
availability of good stnped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource.
The ASMEC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase’in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived of a public resource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers n the New England states have reported catching diseased
ﬁshp 50 it is Inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and 5C which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped’
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMFS is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor
conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

Sinegrely: k\g
r\) (
Jobm Scanlon MD

5705 Morris Neck Road

Cambridge MD 21613
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August 14, 2003 -

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fishertes

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a mid Chesapeake Bay striped bass fisherman I believe the trophy season in the spring
is unconsienceable; The most productive of the brood stock is targeted.. According to
many of my friends who participated the majority of fish that they took still contained
roe. Dumb management.

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, I oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some time
into the future. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as a huge guiding and tackie industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued
availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource.

~ The ASMFC petition to open thé EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ.
That increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing
public who are being deprived of a public resource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to afl fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped

bass. The fish need this refage. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMFS is constantly attacked as anti recreational ﬁshlng, and for having a poor

10/28/2003 03:22PM
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conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOFEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

Sincerely, ‘
T TP

Pete Taylor

6420 Hopkins Nk Rd

Easton Md 21601

ce Jerry Land
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Anne Lange, Chief ‘ 144 Andrea Drive
State-Federal Fisheries Division Rockaway, NJ (7866
Office of Sustainable Fisheries : August 14, 2003

National Marine Fisheries Service
- 1315 Fast West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange,

As a personal use, striped bass fisherman, I oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass.

Despite some highly-questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of conmmercial increases will not be known for some time
into the fiture. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as a huge guiding and tackle industry along the Eastern US Coast, depend on the
continued availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the
Tesource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived of a public resource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been -
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro-
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NI, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.

NMFS is constantly attacked as anti-recreational fishing, and for baving a poor
conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

Sincerely,

i v e
John F. Karcher

10/28/2003 03:22PM
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August 12, 2003 ﬂ\ 8 /1503 i

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange |

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, I oppose any movement 10 open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass. :

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some time
into the future. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued
availability of good striped bass fishing, We do not need more pressure on the resource,

The ASMEC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by represcntatives of a few
coastal states.to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistenily been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived of a public resource. '

Tn addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ wll pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish canght in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMES is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor
conservation ethic. Here is a ¢hance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN

THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

Sincerely;

ANTONE DIAS JR.

Dide b4 L

10/28/2003
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August 12, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fishertes Division
Office of Sustainable Fishenes
National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East West Highway, Room 13317 ‘ |
silver Spring, M 20910

Dear Ms. Lange | !

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, I oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass.

Despite the population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed anglers feel strongly
that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined significantly m quality over
the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The effects of the most recent
round of commercial increases will not be know for some time into the future, What is
knowi is fhat more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, 45 well as a huge guiding and
tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued availability of good striped
bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource.

The ASMEC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
Tn fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistensly been against reopeming the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived of 2 public resource.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ. 1
am strongly opposed to opening the EEZ to striped bass fishing and I'hope that this will
not happern.

Sincerely;

Peter Alarie

56 Court 5t.
Bristol, RI 02809

10/28/2003 03:22PM
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Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries

MNationa! Marne Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use siriped bass fisherman, I oppoée any
movement to open the EEZ to the taking of striped bass.

Despite some highly questionabie population estimates
from the ASMFC, most informed anglers feel strongly that

10/28/2003 03:22PM
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from the ASMFC, most informed anglers feel strongly that
near-shore striped bass recreanional fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as
commercial quotas have increased. The effects of the most
recent round of commercial mcreases will not be know for
sorme time mto the future. What is known is that more than
3,000,000 recreational anplers, as well as a buge guiding
and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the
continued availability of good striped bass fishing. We do
not need more pressure of the resource.

. The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by
s § representatives of a few coastal stales 10 ake it easier for
A 1 their commercial fishermen fo catch more striped bass. In

fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 to
5 vote, hardly a mandate. Every measure of public
comment has consistently been against reopening the
EEZ. That increase commercial harvest comes at the
expense of the recreational fighing public who are being
deprived of a public resource.

In addition io the consetrvation implications of reopening
the ERZ, there have been reports that a large percentage of
Chesapeake Bay siriped bass caITy a dapgerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states
have reported catching diseased fish, so it is inevitable that
stripers in the EEZ wil) aiso be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripess
janded in the EEZ will pose problems for gamefish states
fike ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, FA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to a1l fshing for stripers, and
serves as a refuge for striped bass. The fish need thus
refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the
EBZ. NMFS is constantly attacked as anti recreational
fishing, and for having a poor conservation cthic. Hereis a
chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT

. REOPEN THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!

Sincerely;
Dave Zurheide

J fﬁlér F;ainﬁfhuﬂ Cﬁ#ﬁ
Secaccus, NI 07059
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August 12, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustamable Fisheries
Mational Martine Fishenies Service ‘
1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MDD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, I oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the taking
of striped bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed anglers
fee strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined significantly m quality
over the last few vears as commercial quotas have increased. The effects of the most recent
round of commercial increases will not be know for some time into the future. What is known is
that mere than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well as a huge gwding and tackle mdustry along
the East Coast, depeﬂd on the continued availability of good striped bass ﬁshmg We do not peed
more pressure o) the resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was speatheaded by representatives of a few coastal states
to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass. In fact this measure
passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 10 5 voiz, hardly a mandate. Every measure of pubhc
comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That increase in commercial harvest
comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public who are being deprived of a public
TEEOUICS.

Tn addition to the conservation muplications of reopening the EEZ, there have been reports that a
large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a.dangerous micro bacterial infection.
Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased fish, so it is inevitable that
stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be impossible to police an opening of the
EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT,
DC, NI PA, and SC which do not allow the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped bass. The
fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ. NMFS is constantly

attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor conservation thic. Here is a chance
for NMFS to do the tight thing. DO NOT REQPEN THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

Smcerely;

trad Buins
18 Mermill Bd.
Falmouth, ME 04105

10/28/2003
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August 14, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheres Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Matine Fisheries Service
1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, I oppose any movement to open the EEZ. to the
taking of striped bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be known for some time
into the future. What 1s known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued
availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easter for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public

- who are being deprived of a public resource.

In addition to the conservation imphications of reopening the EEZ, there bave been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to ali fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMES is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor
conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMF5 to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

Further more I stilt am trying to figure out why you are afrazd of commercial fisherman?
It is time the industry went the way of the buggy whip.

10/28/2003
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I live in NC and fish up and down the East Coast. I have re]?orted many violations ‘
committed by commercial fisherman ( and to this day nothing has ever been done) as far
as I am concerned most of them have no regard for the law and do what the want and

you allow them to get away with it. LETS START ENFORCING THE LAWS.

Sincerely;

Matt Mulhern

84 Magnolia Lane
Jorth Caroling, 28721

10/28/2003 03:22PM
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August 12, 2003

Annc Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustaimable Fishenes

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Despite some highly questionable popuiation estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commerciel increases will aot be know for some time
into the future. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as a huge guiding and tackie industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued
availability of good striped bass fishing. We do net need mors. pressure on the
ICHQUICe.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass. -
In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public

who are being deprived of a public resource. ‘

Tnt addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish canght in their waters. '

The FEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish peed this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
‘Please do not open the EEZ for striped bass fishing.

Sincerely,

1738 Pascal Place

Wall, NJ 07719
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August 14, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317

Sitver Spnng, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, I oppose any movement to open the EEZ to
the taking of striped bass.

Despite some highly questionable popalation estimates from the ASMFC, most
informed anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has
dechned significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have
increased. The effects of the most recent round of comnercial increases will not be
known for some time. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers,
along with a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the

continued availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need tore pressure on the
resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
In fact, this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 10 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. The
recent increase in commercial harvest comes af the expense of the recreational fishing
public, who are being deprived of a public resource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass catry a dangerous micro-
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be mfected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMFS is constantly attacked as anti-recreational fishing, and for having a poor
conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

Sincer el o
Skl g

Shirley Grange
19 Cranbrook Drive
Cape Elizabeth, ME 04107

10/28/2003
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August 12, 2003

Amne Lange, Chief .
State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, 1 oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly thai near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
offects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some time
into the future. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational apglers, as well
as a buge gniding and tackle industcy along the East Coast, depend on the contimied
availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need rpore pressure On the resouzce.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was speatheaded by represemtatives of a few
coastal states to male it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more siriped bass.
Tn fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 10 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against teopening the EEZ. That
increase in commetcial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived of a public resouree.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
teports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so0 it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ, will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to YCOPED the EEZ.
NMEFS is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poot
eonservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

Sincerely;

2ATH A SeoRCTLTBZTE DL ' M4 £@:0T FRBC O N
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- Christopher J. Malone

'POB 974
Branford, CT 06405
(203) 464-0421

“August 11, 2003

Anhe Lange Chief, State/Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway Room 13317

Sitver Spring, MD. 20910

Fax: 301-713-05%96

| greaily oppose to NMFS/NOAA 1o open up the EEZ-Zone in Rl
to commercial fishing of bass, there has been a 13 year closure
and let’s keep it that way, let's not run the fisheries into the
ground like it was years ago. Thank youl

Sincerely,

Christopher J. Malone

T@/18°d  OESEETATBETE Ol o B S /2872003 " 03: 22PM



© August 20, 2003

Amne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, I oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the taking
of striped bass,

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed anglers
feel strongly that near-shore striped bage recreational fishing has declined significantly m quality
over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The effects of the most recent
round of commercial increases will not be known for some time into the fiture. What is known is
that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well as a huge pumding and tackle industry along

the East Coast, depend on the continued availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need

INOTE PIEEEUTE D1 the resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few coastal states
to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass. In fact this measure
passed the ASMFC as the resuit of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly 2 mandate. Every measure of public
comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That increase in conmunercial harvest
comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public who are being deprived of a public
résource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been reports that a
large percentage of Chesapeake Bay siriped bass carry a dangerous mmcro bacterial infection.
Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased fish, so 1t 13 inevitable that
stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be impossible to police an opemning of the
EEZ, and stripers landed 1n the EEZ will pose problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT,
DC, NF, PA, and SC which do not allow the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped bass. The
fish need this refuge. There 18 no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ. NMES is constantly
attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor conservation ethic. Here is a chance
for NMEFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!

Sincerely;

Ci K e

Eric Abrams
& Surrey Drive
Bow, NH 03304

10/28/2003
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August 12, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fishenes Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, I oppose any movement to open the FEZ to the
taking of striped bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass vecreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some time
into the fiture. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as a buge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the contimied

availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for thewr commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
In fact this measure passed the ASMFEC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived of a public resource.

In addition te the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry 4 dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be .
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not alfow
the sale of fish caught in therr waters.

The EEZ has been uﬁ‘ himits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
INMFS is constantly sttacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor

conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

o/ &\/ ED dowtk
4> O §So0 Leeshurs fibe.
Viewwil , Yt 2200
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August 12, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, I oppose any movement o open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of comrercial increases will not be know for some time
mto the future. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as 2 huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued
availability of good striped bass fishing We do not need more pressure on the sesource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
In fact thas measure passed the ASMEC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
who are being depnved of a public resource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro
bacterial mfection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, 50 it is ingvitabie that stripers in the FFZ will also be infected. Furthes, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stnipers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no vahd, scientific reason o reopen the EEZ.
NMFS is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing - and for having a poor
conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the night thmg DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISI—ENG! 3

Sincerely;

/’_;)f: A (A gera
& .

10/28/2003 03:22PM
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August 12, 2003

Amne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Maring Fishenies Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, I oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some time
mto the future. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued

availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coasta] states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived of a public resource: '

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opemng of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in thetr waters.

The EEZ has been off ltmits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMEFS is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor

conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right 1:}.1111g DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

Sincerely:

MAZnn) H- mm ‘
3178 Tenmica Pont” #d

TrAE, Mb 277 10/28/2003
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Anne Lange, Chief : September 9, 2003
Qtate Fedegal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 Bast West Highway, Room 13317

Silver Spring, MD 20810

Dear Ms. Lange

As 2 personal use striped bass fisherman, I oppose any movement to 0pen the EEZ 1o the
taking of striped bass. '

Diespite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recxeational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few ycars as commercial quotas bave increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some time
into the future, What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued
availability of sood striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource.

The ASMFEC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
In fact this measure passed the ASMFEC as the result of a 6 to 5 vole, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been agamst recpening the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived of a public resource.

Tn addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry 4 dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported caiching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish canght in their waters.

The FE7 has been off limiis to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. Thers is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMEFS is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poer
conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!

Smcerely;
Alan Kape

184 Harmow Road -
Westfield, MY 07000

10/28/2003 03:22PM
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Anne Lange, Chief i 7/ G/2A
State-Federal Fisherics DHvision ) ) :

Office of Sustainable Fisheries

Wational Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highrway, Room 13317

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Septerber 9, 2003

Dear Ms. Lange

As a ‘personal use’ striped bass ﬁshmnm,l oppose any movernent to open the EEZ to the taking of striped
bass.

Despite some highly qurestionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed anglers feel
strongly that near-shore siriped bass recreational fishing has declined significantly in quality ever the last
few years as commercial quotas have increased. The effects of the most recent round of commercial
increases will not be know for some time into the foture. What is known is that more then 3,000,000
recreational anglers, as well as a huge gniding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the

continued availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pregsure on the resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the FEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few coastal states to make it
easier for their commercial fishamen to catch more striped bass. I fact this measore passed the ASMFC
as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly 2 mandate. Every measure of public comment has consistently been
against reopening the EEZ. That increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational
fishmg public who are being dgpuved of a public resoutce.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been reports that a large
percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangarous micro bacterial infection. Anglers in the Now
England states have reported catching diseased fish, so #t is ineviteble that siripers in the EEZ will also be
infected. Further, it will be impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and giripers landed in the EEZ will
pose problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow the sale of
fish caught in thelr waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves s a refuge for striped bass. The fish need
this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ. NMFS is constantly attacked as aniti
recreational fishing, and for having 2 poor conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right
thing.

DO NOT REOPEN THE EEZ TO STRIPED BA.S’S FISHING!!!

Sincerely;

oy 5 S

Wayne H. Canada, LS
831 North Wood Avenue

Linden, NJ
07036

10/28/2003 03:22PM
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Augu g 12, 2003

Anne Lange, Chicl

State- “ederal Fisheries Division

OHice of Sustainable Fisheries

MNatior 2] Marine Fisheries Service

1315 Hast West Highway, Room 13317
silver Spring, M1 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, | oppose any movement to open the EEZ 10 the
taking of striped bass.

Despit.: some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
wglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined

signific antly in quality over the last few years as comrnercial quotas have increased. The
sffects of the most recent round of commercial increages will not be know for some time
nto the future. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well as
i huge 1uidig and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued

watlab lity of good striped bass Fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource,

Yhe ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few

oaslal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to calch more strped bass,

n fact his measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 {o 5 vote, hardly a mandate.

‘very nieasure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
yerease in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public who
e beny deprived of a public resotrce.

in addit on to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been reports
tiat a ke ge percentage of Chesapeake Bay siriped bass carry a dangerous micro bacterial
1ifection. Anglers in the New England stales have reported catching diseased fish. so it is
brevitab ¢ that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Purther, it will be impossible 10

j vlice an opening of the BEZ, and stripers landed n the EEZ will pose problems for

¢ amefish states like ME, N#, CT. DC, NI, PA. and SC which do not allow ihe sale of fish
¢ wght in their waters. :

The BE: has been off limits 1o alt fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
Fss. The fish peed this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
»MFS & constantly attacked as anti recreational [ishine, and for having a poor
¢onservetn ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!

> neerety

- vy Nam:and gddn-::;s; M}h}@” {fgf,,g,,gf) ﬂ;‘//;nff ‘lézﬁ {Z/l

rd
Rz ﬁ#&’&fﬁﬂa/c
SC 8 amt S, Al oI
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State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20310 ‘

Sept 9, 2003 REEEI‘VE {‘?
: NS O%/22 ) 3
Anne Lange, Chief o

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, | oppose any mevement to open the EEZ {0
the taking of striped bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most
informed angters fee! strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has
declined significantly in quality over tha last few years as commercial quotas have
increased. The effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be
know for some time into the future. What is known is that more thar: 3,000,000
recreationat anglers, as well as a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East
Coast, depend on the continued availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not
need more pressure on the resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped
bass. In fact this measure passed the ASMFG as the resultof a6t 5 vote, hardly a
mandate. Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening
the EEZ. That increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational
fishing public who are being deprived of a public resource. Further, it will be impossible
to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose problems for
gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow the sale of
fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped

. pass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMES is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor
conservation ethic. Here is a chancs for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REQOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!

Sincerely, ‘
n Palmguist
346 Mt. Parnassus Rd.

East Haddam, CT 06423
880-873-1704

10/28/2003 03:22PM
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August 12, 2003 22
‘ BREETTE
Amne Lange, Chicf | W n
State-Federal Fisheties Divigion | ! (o
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 Fast West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. nge

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, I oppose any movement 1o open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as comumercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some time
into the future. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as 2 huge guiding and tackle indusiry along the Easi Coast, depend on the continned
availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearhcaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the resuit of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the BEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
who are being depnved of a public resource,

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry & dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMFS is constantly attacked as anti recreatiopal fishing, and for having a poor
conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing, DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

- Sincerely;

Michael Testa
50 Frigate Strect
Jamestown RI 02835

10/28/2003 03:22PM
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Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheriss Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317

~ Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, 1 oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined

significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some time

. Into the future. What is kmown is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well

ag a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued
availability of good striped bass fishing, We do not need more pressure on the resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to cateh more siriped bass.
In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of 2 6 10 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ, That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived of 2 public resource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be -
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters.

‘The EEZ has been off timits to al} fishing for stripers, and serves 4s a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is po valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ,
NMFS is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor

conservation ethic. Here is 2 chance for NMFS to do the tight thing. DO NOT REQOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

Sincerely; /'///4 ,y, | / /%/////? 4
”W A A
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August 12, 2003

Amne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fishenies Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, ] oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass.

Despite some lnghly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quabity over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent romnd of commercial increases will not be know for some time
into the future. What is kmown is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as a huge guiding and tackle mdustry along the East Coast, depend on the continued
-availability of good striped bass fishmg We do not need more pressure on the resonrce,

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coasta] states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment bas consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived of a public resource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, 8o it is inevitabla that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters -

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped

-bass. 'The fish peed this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMES is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor
conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

Sincerely;

1947 %KHL&QT’ ( '
Lasose, A | W | 1072872003 03:22PM
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August 12, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 Bast West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass ﬁshﬂrmaﬁ, 1 oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some time
into the future. What is kmown is that more than 3,000,000 recreaticnal anglers, as well
as a huge gmding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued

availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to caich more striped bass.
In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase in commetrcial harvest comes at the expenss of the recreational fishing pubtic
who are being deprived of a public resource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMEFS is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor
conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!'!!

Sincerely;

(o

2975 /&{
&}M 5 /Fo20
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August 12, 2003

Amne Lange, Chief

State-Feders] Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisherizs
National Marine Fishenes Service

1315 East West Highway, Reom 13317
Silver Spning, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, | oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers fee] strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some time
into the future, What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as a huge guiding and tackie industry along the Fast Coast, depend on the continued
availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource.

The ASMFC petition 10 open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hard]y a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational ﬁshmg public
who are being deprived of a public resource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Farther, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and siripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NI, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to al! fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
‘bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMEFS is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor
conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REQPEN
THE EEZ TQ STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

Sincerely;

“F | |
WMM.&/@ Ma{ /{’{A 2/078 1072872003
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Anng Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fishenes Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20810

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fishérman, I oppose any movement to apen the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass. :

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quetas have increased, The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some time
into the future, What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued
availability of good siriped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of 2 6 to 5 voie, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived of a public r¢source,

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay siriped bass carry a dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Fusther, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in thetr waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMEFS is constantly attacked as anti resreational fishing, and for having a poor
consérvation ethic. Here 15 a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

Sincerely;
NS

! lﬂrar\%c:*a\laﬁ
L D2 Hally O+

| nSaletn, PR 19020
‘ 10/28/2003 03:22PM



18282003 15: 84 FOAR Figheriez:Hiahly Miaratory + 93814272515 HO. 287 A3
o] |l N =
SERP-1@-2BE3  16:53 RAMNSOME EMGINE 21D Zan gie

Aungust 12, 2003

Arme Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
Naticmal Marine Fishenes Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a persohal use striped bass fisherman, I oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the
- taking of striped bass.

Despite some lnghly questionable population estimates frotn the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has dechined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial ificreases will not be know for some time
into the future. 'What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
43 a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the contitiued
availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen 1o catch more striped bass.
In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate,
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing pubhc
who are being deprived of a public resource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reppening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to palice an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for stripad
bass. The fish need this refuge. There 18 no vahd, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMEFS is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor

conservation ethic, Here i3 a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REDPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

Sincerely,

| g"‘*'@ 7 s
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Office of Sustainable Fisheries

Wational Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Rosm 13317 _ ' 8
Silver Spring, MD 20910 enm T 25

Dear Ms. Lange 1‘ &j ﬁ al—*’ L'%

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, I oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the
taking of siriped bass. '

Despite some highly questionable population cstimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers fee] strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased.” The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some time
into the future. What 1s known 1s that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued
availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need morg pressure on the resource,

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the tesuli of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly 2 mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived of a public resource.

In additjon to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a Jarge percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to palice an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has béen off limits to all fishing for stripers, and setves as a refuge for striped
bass, The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason io recpen the EEZ,
NMEFS is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor

conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

ngd@?ﬁ\
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August 12, 2003

Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisherigs Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, M 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, 1 eppose any movement to open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass. . :

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in guality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some time
into the future. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued
availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against réopening the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived of a public resource. '

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay siriped bass carry a dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be mfected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific rcason to reopen the EEZ.
NMFS is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor
conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

Sincerely;

10/28/2003 03:22PM
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August 12, 2003

Arme Iange, Chief

- State-Federal Fisheries Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheriés
National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, I oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
sipnificantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some time
into the future. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as a huge puiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued
availability of good striped bass fishing. We do pot need more pressure on the resource.

The ASMFEC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commereial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of 2 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has cousistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived of a public rssounrce.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will 2130 be infected. Further, it wall be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NI, PA, and 5C which do not aliow
the sale of fish caught in their waters. ‘

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no vahd, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMFS is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor
congervation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

Sincerely;

\ A T
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August 12, 2003

Anne Lange, Chaef

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MDD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a2 personal use striped bass fisherman, I oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass,

Despite some highly questionable popnlation estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some time
into the future. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as a huge guiding and tackle indusiry along the East Coast, depend on the continned
availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly & mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
whao are being deprived of a public resource. ‘

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected, Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed m the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
 bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMES is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor

conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

Sincerely,

10/28/2003 03:22PM
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Angust 12, 2003

' ' ' - DERIE
Anne Lange, Chief ;W@ E) 249
State-Federal Fisheries Division | I8 Y rofor )]

Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Reom 13317

Silver Spoing, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal nse striped bass fisherman, 1 oppose any movement to open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass. ‘

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some time
into the future. What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued
availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it gasier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.

*In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the resuit of 4 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been agatnst reopening the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived of a public resource.

Tn addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry 2 dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters. .

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for strpers, and serves as a refuge for siviped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMFS is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having 2 poor

_conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

Sincerely;

10/28/2003 03:22PM
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Amne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisheries Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms, Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, I oppose any moevement to open the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass. ' :

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some time
jtite the foture. What is kmown 1s that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the confinued
availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the resource,

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by represeniatives of a few

coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measnre of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That -

increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived of a public resource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, 5o it is inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states Like ME, NH, CT, DC, NJ, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish canght in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.

NMES is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor
conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN

THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

Sincerely; %‘é_"@r ' {2 N Bﬁ N K—S
i1 ¥ Galhowid
Pansadim m
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Asme Lange, Chief September 10, 2003
State-Federal Fisheries Dhiviston ‘

Office of Sustainable Fisheries

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 East West Highway, Room 13317

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, 1 oppose any movement to 6DEN the EEZ to the
taking of striped bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the Jast few years a5 commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some time
into the future. What i3 known is that more than 3,000,000 recrea ional anglers, as well as
a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued
availabitity of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the TES0Urce.

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of afew
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of 2 6 to 5 vole, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public commert has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing pubhc who
are being deprived of a public resource. '

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been reports
that a large petcentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry 2 dangerous micro bacterial
infection. Anglers in the New England states have reperted catching diseased fish, so it is
inevitable that stripers in the EEZ will also be infected. Further, it will be impossible to
police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose problems for
gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, PC, NI, PA, and 8C which do not allow the sale of fish
caught in their waters. '

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMFS is constantly attacked as anti recreational fishing, and for having a poor
conservation ethic, Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

Rovin %u\- % B
Kevin I Mimm o
%41 Canvasback Drive e

Mullica Hill, NJ 08062

10/28/2003 03:22PM
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August 12, 2003 E

Anne Lange, Chief " X j?ﬁ
' . .o A ? - l:!-},I

State-Federal Fisheries Divigion | i ﬁ@ﬂ

Office of Sustainable Fisheries Tt

National Marine Fisheries Service

1315 Bast West Highway, Room 13317

Silver Spring, MI} 20910

| Dear Ms. Lange

* As a personal use striped bass fisherman, I oppuse any movement 1o Opsd the EBEZ to the
taking of striped bass.

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed
anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined
significantly in quality over the last fow years as commercial quotas have increased. The
effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be know for some e
into the future, What is known is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers, as well
as a huge guiding and tackle industry along the East Coast, depend on the continued
availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need maore Pressure oo the resource.

The ASMEC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commiercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
In fact this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of 2.6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. That
increase in cormunercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing public
who are being deprived of a public resource.

tn addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay siriped bass carry 2 dangerous micro
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is inevitable that stripers in the FEZ will also be infected. Further, 1t will be
jmpassible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, €T, DC, NI, PA, and 5C which do not allow
the sale of fish canght in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers, and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish need this refuge. There is no valid, scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.

NMFS is constantly attacked as ant recreational fishing, and for having a poor -
conservation ethic. Here is 2 chance for NMES to do the right thing. DO NOT RECPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!!

| Sincerely; Cyﬂ,ﬁz j /éw-bﬂ-—
J?fb r ol
ab?'ﬁfifﬁ“ﬂﬂf'tqq
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August 14, 2003

= P e e
Anne Lange, Chief, State-Federal Fisheries Division B
Office of Sustainable Fisheries » .
National Marine Fisheries Service - ' . SEP 23603 _
1315 East West Highway, Room 13317 | e,
Silver Spring, MD 20910 ' ]

ey

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fisherman, T oppose any movement to open the EEZ 0
the taking of striped bass. :

Despite some highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFEC, most
informed anglers feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has
declined significanily in quality over the last few years as commercial quotas have
increased. The effects of the most recent round of commercial increases will not be
known for some time. What is kmown is that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers,
along with a huge guiding and tackle industry along the Bast Coast, depend on the
continued availability of good striped bass fishing. We do not need more pressure on the
resource,

The ASMFC petition to open the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few
coastal states to make it easier for their commercial fishermen to catch more striped bass.
In fact, this measure passed the ASMFC as the result of a 6 to 5 vote, hardly a mandate.
Every measure of public comment has consistently been against reopening the EEZ. The
recent increase in commercial harvest comes at the expense of the recreational fishing
public, who are being deprived of a public resource.

In addition to the conservation implications of reopening the EEZ, there have been
reports that a large percentage of Chesapeake Bay striped bass carry a dangerous micro-
bacterial infection. Anglers in the New England states have reported catching diseased
fish, so it is ingvitable that stripers in the ERZ will also be infected. Further, it will be
impossible to police an opening of the EEZ, and stripers landed in the EEZ will pose
problems for gamefish states like ME, NH, CT, DC, NI, PA, and SC which do not allow
the sale of fish caught in their waters.

The EEZ has been off limits to all fishing for siripers and serves as a refuge for striped
bass. The fish peed this refuge. There is no valid scientific reason to reopen the EEZ.
NMES is constantly attacked as anti-recreational fishing, and for having a poor
conservation ethic. Here is a chance for NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT REOPEN
THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING!!! ‘

/
Sincerely; / /

{W" jrﬂ
Bruce Gallaway
106 Keeler Dr
Ridgefield, CT 06877

10/28/2003 03:22PM
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Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fishenigs Division
Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 Fast West Highway Room 13317
Silver Spring, MDD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange

As a personal use striped bass fishermen, I oppose any movement to open the EZZ to the taking
of striped bass. :

Despite some highly questionable population egtimates from the ASMFC, most informed anglers
feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing has declined significantly in quality
gver the last few yeais a3 commercial gquotes have increased. The effects of the most recent
counds of commercial Increases will not know for seme time into the future. What is know 1§
that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers as well as a huge guiding and tackle industry
atong the East Coast, depend on the continued availability of good striped bass fishing. We do
not need more pressure on this resource.

The ASMFC petition 10 open the EFZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few coastal states
to make it easter for their commercial fishermen to catch moxe striped bass..Fact is only passing
the ASMFC by a 6 to 5 voig. Public comment has been against reopening the EZZ. Commercial
hatvest comes at the expense of the larger based recreational fishing public .

T addition to the conservation implication of reopening the EEZ there have been reports that a
farge number of striped bass in the Chesapeake Bay area cary a dangerous micro bacterial
infection. Anglers in New England states bave reported catching diseased fish. Impossible to
police an Opening of the EZZ, and striper landed in the FZZ will pose problems for gamefish
states like ME, NH, CT, DG, NI, PA, and 5C which do not allow sale of fish caught in their
walers. ‘

The BEZ has been off limits to all fishing for stripers,and serves as & refuge for striped bass
This fish needs this refuge. Here is a chance for the NMFS 1o do the right thing. DONOT
REOPEN THE EEZ TO STRIPED BASS FISHING !

-

5 j2ecwrere” Ho” |
Gton S o ¢ ot ¥ . -

10/28/2003 03:22PM
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Anne Lange, Chief

State-Federal Fisherigs Division

Office of Sustainable Fisheries
National Manne Fisheries Service
1315 East West Highway,Reom 13317
Sitver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Lange -

As a personal use striped bass fishermen, I oppose any movement to open the EZZ to the taking
of striped bass.

Despite sone highly questionable population estimates from the ASMFC, most informed anglers
feel strongly that near-shore striped bass recreational fishing bas declined significantly in quality
gver the last few years as cominercial quotes have increased. The effects of the most recent
rounds of commercial increases will not know for some time into the furare. What is know is
that more than 3,000,000 recreational anglers as well as a huge guiding and tackle industry
alotig the East Coast, depend on the continued availability of good siriped bass fishing. We do

not need more pressure on this resource.

The ASMFC petition to 0pen the EEZ was spearheaded by representatives of a few coastal states
to make it easier for their ommercial fishermen to catch more striped bass..Fact 1S only passing
the ASMFC by 2 6 to 5 vote. Public comment has been against reopening the EZ7Z. Commercial
Warvest comes at the expense of the larger based recreational fishing public .

1n addition to the copservation implication of reopening  the EEZ there have been reporis that a
targe number of striped bass in the Chesapeake Bay area caty dangarous micro bacterial
infection.Anglers in New England states have reporied catching diseased fish. Tmpossible 10
police an opening of the FZZ and striper landed in the EZZ will pose problems for gamefish
ctates Jike ME, NH, CT, DC, NI, PA, and SC which do not allow sale of fish caught in their
Waters. ‘

The EEZ has been off limits 10 a1l fishing for stripers,and seTves as a refuge‘ for striped bass
This fish needs this refuge. Here ;s a chance for the NMFS to do the right thing. DO NOT
REOPEN THE FEZ TO STRIPED RBASS FISHING !

Ll

Sincerely,  (VWURAEL EVONG D2
D OLA THLLAND TPILE.
C.D\(Emlh' LT Ol DAD

10/28/2003 03:22PM




